Journal to Stella                LETTER vn
in the city: he is a printer, and prints the Postman^1 oh,
ho, and is my cousin, God knows how, and he married
Mrs. Baby Aires of Leicester; and my cousin Thomson
was with us: and my cousin Leach offers to bring me
acquainted with the author of the Postman^ and says, he
does not doubt but the gentleman will be glad of my
acquaintance, and that he is a very ingenious man, and a
great scholar, and has been beyond sea. But I was modest,
and said, May be the gentleman was shy, and not fond of
new acquaintance; and so put it off: and I wish you could
hear me repeating all I have said of this in its proper tone,
just as I am writing it. 'Tis all with the same cadence with
oh hoo, or as when little girls say, I have got an apple,
miss, and I won't give you some. 'Tis plaguy twelve-
penny weather this last week, and has cost me ten shillings
in coach and chair hire. If the fellow that has your money
grandfather, the Rev. Thomas Swift, of Goodrich, married Elizabeth
Dryden, niece to Sir Erasmus Dryden, grandfather of John Dryden, the
poet. Thomas Swift had four daughters who survived infancy. One
married Thomas Vaughan of Goodrich. Nothing more is known of the
others except that they were living when their father made his will, 24 Apr.
1658 (Somerset House, Wills' Book, 'Watton', f. 697). There is no
evidence, however, and some unlikelihood, that Swift's 'cousins* of the
Journal owed their relationship to descent from one or other of Thomas
Swift's daughters. Swift's statement that Thomas Swift of Goodrich 'left
ten sons and three or four daughters' (Prose Works, xi. 373) argues a want
of interest in or knowledge about his aunts. It is known that Francis Leach,
father of Dryden Leach, married in 1683 Jemima Dryden of St. Bartholo-
mew-the-Less, and this, presumably, constituted the link, or a further link
with the family of the poet. Dryden Leach succeeded his father as printer
of The Post-Man, the first issue with his imprint being that of I July 1707.
See further Plomer, Dictionary of Printers and Booksellers: i668-i?2$;
Notes and Queries, clzxiii. 302, 339. The name Swift gives to Dryden
Leach's wife may be fictitious and derisive. Thomson, or Thompson,
described as a butcher, is mentioned once again (2 Mar. 1712-13) as
'dead, or dying'. For Patty Rolt see p. 18 n.26
31 The Post-Man was written by M. Fonvive, a French Protestant.
Dunton describes him as 'the glory and mirror of News-Writers' and
the gainer of C6oo/. a year by a Penny Paper' (Life and Errors, 1818,
pp. 428-9).
73